
 

MINUTES OF THE 2024 IEEE NUCLEAR AND PLASMA SCIENCES SOCIETY (NPSS) NUCLEAR MEDICAL 

AND IMAGING SCIENCES COUNCIL (NMISC) MID-YEAR TELE-CONFERENCE  

DATE: MONDAY, JUNE 25TH, 2024, 9AM – 11AM (US EAST COAST DAYLIGHT TIME ZONE) 

LOCATION: ONLINE ZOOM MEETING 

ZOOM: HTTPS://WEILLCORNELL.ZOOM.US/J/99019062968  

PASSCODE: NMISC2024 
 

Voting Members: Executive 

Youngho Seo (NMISC Chair) 

Mitra Safavi-Naeini (NMISC Vice Chair)  

Andrew Goertzen (NMISC Past Chair, NMISC Awards-Fellows Sub-Committee Chair) 

 

NMISC Term ending 2024: 

Esther Giarrocchi 

Arman Rahmim 

Mitra Safavi-Naeini 

Hideaki Tashima 

Larry Zeng 

 

NMISC Term ending 2025: 

Alexandre Bousse,  

Yong Du,  

Georgios Konstantinou,  

 



 

Sun Il Kwon,  

Irene Polycarpou 

 

NMISC Term ending 2026: 

Gerard Ariño Estrada 

Christoph Lerche 

Greta S. P. Mok 

Magdalena Rafecas 

Kuangyu Shi 

 

Non-Voting Members: 

Vesna Sossi (NPSS President) 

Robert Miyaoka (AdCom representative) 

Jae Sung Lee (AdCom representative) 

Lorenzo Fabris & Merry Keyser (Valentin T. Jordanov and Trainee Award Committee co-Chairs) 

Dimitris Visvikis (TRPMS Editor in Chief) 

Jinyi Qi (AdCom Representative to TMI Journal) 

Nicolas Karakatsanis (NMISC Secretary) 

Michael Lerch (JOS Chair) 

Steve Meikle (JOS Vice Chair) 

Dimitra Darambara (JOS Representative) 

Dimitris Visvikis (JOS Representative) 

Srilalan Krishnamoorthy (RISC Chair) 

 
 



 

1.​ Introduction. Delivered by Youngho Seo 

●​ Welcome all in-person and remote participants,  

●​ Round of introductions and  

●​ presentation of the meeting’s agenda. 

 

2.​ NMISC Chair’s report. Delivered by Youngho Seo 

 

●​ Review of Structure of NMISC and Related Committees within IEEE NPSS 

 

●​ NPSS Society Organizational Chart 

o​ One of 39 societies within IEEE (~2500-3000 NPSS members) 

o​ Administered by NPSS AdCom – Current NPSS President is Vesna Sossi 

o​ NPSS functions somewhat like a confederation of its 8 Technical Committees 

▪​ Many IEEE Societies do not have multiple technical committees, reflecting the more homogenous 

nature of their society interests 

o​ NMISC and RISC are largest two TCs within NPSS 

▪​ NSS/MIC/RTSD is the largest annual conference organized under NPSS 

 

●​ NMISC and RISC relative roles – Reminder Overview 

o​ NMISC and RISC work closely together 

o​ Shared responsibility for NSS/MIC/RTSD meeting 

o​ Overlap in membership communities and interests. 

o​ NMISC Website Content 

▪​ List of officers and elected members, Committee awards, Meeting minutes, Constitution and bylaws 

 

●​ Review NMISC officers, technical committees and executive members.  

 

●​ Reviewed current roster of NMISC voting members. 

o​ Thank for their service the 5 members ending their term in 2024. 

o​ Welcome the 5 new members elected in 2024 to serve for the 2024-2026 term 

 

●​ Upcoming NPSS 2024 Elections 

o​ Selected by all NPSS voting members: 

o​ NMISC members – 5 elected each year 

o​ Deadline for nominations was June 1, 2024 

o​ Selected by NMISC 

o​ New NMISC representative at JOS to be appointed 

▪​ D. Visvikis completes two 2 year terms this year 

 



 

o​ Welcome the newly elected NMISC Vice-Chair (2024-2025): Mitra Safavi-Naeini 

▪​ Vice-Chair for 2024-25, then Chair for 2026-27 and Past Chair for 2028-29. 

o​ Welcome the future NMISC Secretary (appointed for 2025-2026): Esther Ciarrocchi 

▪​ Newly appointed NMISC Secretary term will begin in Jan 1st, 2025, currently observing the role. 

▪​ Current NMISC Secretary will train the new secretary for the remaining of 2024. 

o​ Open call for the JOS representative position:  

▪​ please inform directly the NMISC Chair or Secretary 

 

●​ NSS/MIC Conference Record Sub-Committee - Updates by the NMISC Chair 

●​ Starting 2023, decided to publish the conference record containing only presented abstracts through 

IEEE Xplore. 

●​ 2023 Conference Record was published within a month (December 2023) after the conference.  

●​ There will no longer be the traditional conference record published after the conference. 

o​ Submissions steadily decline from >1000 ten years ago to <500 today. 

o​ Decline driven by concerns about copyright and inability to publish full paper with content 

already in IEEE Xplore. 

●​ Planned the Open Preview option for our conference record publication in 2023. 

o​ Some miscommunications and slightly missed deadlines resulted in failing to do this.  

o​ Set for Open Preview for 2024, and hopefully this will continue. 

 

●​ IEEE NSS/MIC/RTSD Conference Structure/Format Review Sub-committee – Updates by Chair 

●​ A joint subcommittee was formed with RISC to review the current conference structure, particularly the 

combined length of these three (NSS, MIC, RTSD) conferences. 

●​ This subcommittee has had two meeting starting in January 2024 with a goal of making consensus 

recommendations by mid-year meetings of NMISC and RISC 

●​ The overall goal is to improve the conference in terms of financial cost sustainability for organization as 

well as attendees, and the quality of the scientific presentations and attendee experience. 

 

●​ Other NMISC Activities 

 

●​ Diversity/underrepresentation subcommittee 

o​ Reviving this subcommittee (as a standing subcommittee) 

●​ Initiative subcommittee 

o​ Currently restructuring this subcommittee 

●​ Constitution and bylaws subcommittee 

o​ Recruiting members   

●​ Mid-year meeting 

o​ June/July 2024 to report and review core committee and subcommittee activities. 

 



 

 

●​ Changes to NPSS Awards 

●​ Renaming of Medical Imaging Technical Achievement Award to IEEE Freek J. Beekman Medical Imaging 

Technical Achievement Award 

o​ Award is given annually to a mid-career individual who has made significant and innovative 

technical contributions in the field of medical imaging science. 

o​ Include a $2,000 prize, a certificate and a plaque. 

o​ Renamed following a generous donation from Dr. Beekman 

o​ Name change has been voted on and approved by NMISC and AdCom.  

o​ Award description is revised to conform with current IEEE policies. 

●​ Updating of two other award descriptions to conform with IEEE policies 

o​ IEEE Bruce H. Hasegawa Young Investigator Medical Imaging Science Award 

o​ IEEE Edward J. Hoffman Medical Imaging Scientist Award 

●​ Many thanks to Roger Fulton,  

o​ has continued work on these items even after rotating out of the NMISC Past Chair role, and  

o​ took over the role of Chair of the IEEE Foundation NPSS Fund management committee. 

 

●​ NPSS School on Advanced Topics in Medical Imaging 

●​ Continuing the successful school last year in Nan/Bangkok, there will be another NPSS School that is 

primarily driven by NMISC 

●​ 2024 School in Jakarta is organized by NPSS and Universitas Indonesia (July 31 - August 10) 

●​ Instructors/organizers:  

o​ Shiva Abbaszadeh/Katie Hellier (UCSC),  

o​ Andrea Gonzalez-Montoro (Valencia),  

o​ Steven Meikle (Sydney),  

o​ Zhye Yin (GE),  

o​ Youngho Seo (UCSF),  

o​ Martin Grossman (PSI), and  

o​ Roger Fulton (Sydney) 

●​ Many thanks to Roger Fulton, who organized the School in Bangkok last year, and this year's as well.  

 

Final Notes by NMISC Chair 

●​ If reduction in conference attendance continues and is the trend, 

o​ Publications/conference records – Re-consideration of the format if that can attract more to 

attend? 

o​ Structure/schedule of the conference – Re-consideration discussion ongoing 

●​ Volunteers to lead/participate in diversity/underrepresentation subcommittee. 

●​ Volunteers to help NPSS initiatives proposal ideas and submissions. 

 



 

●​ IEEE TMI is in search of new Editor-in-Chief (starting January 2025) 

 

3.​ NMISC Secretary Report (by N. Karakatsanis) 

●​ Current secretary: Nicolas Karakatsanis 

o​ Currently serving the last year of the role’s 2nd consecutive term (2023-2024) 

o​ Total Service Term: 2021-2024 (2nd consecutive 2-year term: 2023-2024) 

o​ New NMISC Secretary Appointed for next year (2025-2026, with possible extension for another 2 

years: 2027-2028): Esther Ciarrocchi 

 

●​ Non-Routine Motions voted since 2023 AGM 

o​ Elected JOS member last December (1 of the 2 NMISC representatives in JOS)  

▪​ Dimitra Darambara (2-Year term: 1/1/2024 – 12/31/2025) 

 

o​ Appointed Secretary (term starting from next year)  

▪​ Esther Ciarrocchi (2-Year term: 1/1/2025 – 12/31/2026) 

 

o​ NMISC approved the motion to change the following three NMISC Awards: 

▪​ IEEE Edward J Hoffman Medical Imaging Scientist Award 

▪​ IEEE Bruce H. Hasegawa Young Investigator Medical Imaging Science Award 

▪​ IEEE Freek J. Beekman Medical Imaging Technical Achievement Award 

▪​ Approved changes were described in the following 3 documents circulated to all NMISC 

members: 

●​ Hasegawa_2023 Society_Council Award Template.doc 

●​ Hoffman_2023 Society_Council Award Template.doc 

●​ MITA_2023 Society_Council Award Template.doc  

 

●​ Welcome note to NMISC newly elected five members (2024-2026): 

o​ Gerard Ariño Estrada, Christoph Lerche, Greta S. P. Mok, Magdalena Rafecas, Kuangyu Shi 

 

●​ 2024 IEEE NPSS Elections – NMISC Member Nominations 

o​ At least 8 applications needed, with good gender and geographical representation… 

o​ 5 new members will then be elected with a 3-year term (1/1/2025 – 12/31/2027) 

o​ 12 confirmed candidates (all nominations have been submitted to IEEE Legal for vetting). 

▪​ Geographical location: 7 from North America, 3 from Asia and 2 from Europe 

▪​ Gender: 6 female, 6 male 

▪​ Career-stage: 5 mid-career or senior, 7 (relatively) junior 

▪​ Research Environment: 11 from academia, 1 from industry, 

 



 

o​ Deadline for submission of complete 1-page nominations has now passed. 

▪​ Thursday May 30th, 5pm EDT (US East Coast Daylight Time Zone) 

 

●​ NMISC JOS Representative Election (December 2024) 

o​ Open call for nominations for a new NMISC representative at Joint Oversight Subcommittee (JES)! 

▪​ Deadline for nomination package submission: expected to be early December 2024 

o​ Self-nominations are welcomed. 

o​ Preferred qualifications:  

▪​ experience with large scientific meetings (e.g IEEE NSS/MIC/RTSD) organization &  

▪​ solid understanding of the site and budgetary requirements 

o​ Two-Year Term: 1 January 2025 – 31 December 2026  

 

 

4.​ NMISC Awards/Fellows Sub-Committee Report (by A. Goertzen) 

 

o​ NMISC Awards Renamed 

▪​ IEEE Edward J. Hoffman Medical Imaging Scientist Award 

▪​ IEEE Freek J. Beekman Medical Imaging Technical Achievement Award 

▪​ Renamed following a generous donation from Freek Beekman 

▪​ IEEE Bruce Hasegawa Young Investigator Imaging Science Award 

o​ Award name changes and updates to award terms of reference made to conform to IEEE award rules. 

o​ Many thanks to Roger Fulton on shepherding these changes through IEEE TABARC. 

 

o​ Reminder - NMISC Conference Awards – Nomination Deadline July 15 2024. 

o​ Reminder - NPSS-Level Awards – Deadline January 31 

o​ Reminder - IEEE Fellows – Nomination Deadline March 1 

o​ NMISC is underrepresented among IEEE Fellows 

o​ Please encourage colleagues to apply for Senior Member status if they have not already done so 

o​ Fellow applicants must be at least Senior Members 

 
 

5.​ JOS Report (by M. Lerch) 

 

o​ Current Meeting Schedule 

o​ 2024 – Tampa (makeup for 2020 in Boston) 

▪​ General Chair Lorenzo Fabris (fabrisl@ornl.gov) 

o​ 2025 – Yokohama (makeup for 2021 in Yokohama) 

 



 

▪​ General Chairs Hiroyuki Takahashi & Ralf Engels 

o​ 2026 – Granada (Final details being arranged) 

▪​ General Chair Stefan Ritt (stefan.ritt@psi.ch) 

o​ 2027 – North America (Pasadena – Contract negotiations underway with formal announcement to 

wait until contracts are signed) 

▪​ General Chair Dimitris Visvikis (dimitris@univ-brest.fr) 

o​ 2028 – Rest of the World (outside Europe and North America) 

▪​ General Chair TBA in 2024 

o​ Schedule for the 2028 meeting 

o​ Early to mid-April – Closed call for 2028 site suggestions through NMISC/RISC committee members. 

o​ By end of April – All suggestions emailed to through Lisa, MCE and considered by JOS for selection as 

EOI bid by the end of April. 

o​ May-July – EOI bids to be formulated in consultation with MCE for consideration by JOS. EOIs due the 

end of July. Call for General Chair EOIs. 

o​ August – JOS to consider all bids and rank for site visit follow up (5 maximum, but aim for 3). 

o​ Sept-Oct. – Site visits arranged by MCE. Site visit summaries written up for final bid consideration by 

JOS. 

o​ November – Final bid selection after any necessary bid clarification. General Chair elected. 

o​ December – Submission of highest ranked bid to JES for final consideration/approval. 

o​ February/March – Final decision released.    

 

o​ Miscellaneous Items 

o​ JOS Terms of Reference under review (last completed in 2022) 

o​ Huge thanks to end of term members Suleman Surti (’22-’23 Chair) Gian-Franco Dalla Betta (’22-’23 

Immediate Past Chair), Kisung Lee (NMISC), and Martin Grossmann (RISC) 

 

 

 
6.​  NSS/MIC/RTSD Conference Structure Review Subcommittee (by Y. Seo) 

o​ This is a joint subcommittee of RISC and NMISC. The Charges are: 

o​ Review the structure and operation of the IEEE NSS/MIC/RTSD conference. 

o​ Create a summary report providing recommendations for improving the conference. 

o​ The scope of review areas includes, but not limited to: 

o​ Conference length and overlap of NSS, MIC, and RTSD components. 

o​ Impact of any proposed changes on conference site requirements and conference budget 

o​ Membership 

o​ Youngho Seo (Chair/NMISC Chair, UCSF) 

o​ Ralf Engels (Conference Coordinator, FZJ) 

 



 

o​ Srilalan Krishnamoorthy (RISC Chair, UPenn) 

o​ Gabriella Carini (RISC, BNL) 

o​ Eric Mannel (RISC, BNL) 

o​ Lodovico Ratti (RISC, Pavia) 

o​ Gerard Ariño-Estrada (NMISC/RTSD, UCDavis) 

o​ Mitra Safavi-Naeini (NMISC, ANSTO)  

o​ Dimitra Darambara (NMISC, ICR)  

o​ Andrew Goertzen (NMISC, UManitoba) 

o​ Extended invitations to Lisa Boyd (IEEE MCE), Michael Lerch (Chair, JOS), Suleman Surti (Past Chair, 

JOS) 

o​ Proposed Actions 

o​ Joint NMISC/RISC/RTSD subcommittee to discuss a detailed implementation plan.  

o​ Some other ideas for discussion 

▪​ Even shorter (i.e., overlap short courses more, or one-day with all courses) 

▪​ Gradual implementation (i.e., cut one day followed by two days) 

▪​ Poster hanging time (3 days NSS/RTSD + 3 days of MIC -> 2 days each, or if space permitting, 

all at the same time) 

▪​ At least, a few years of planning and implementation - If possible, ASAP 

o​ Summary of last discussions 

o​ Subcommittee charges and goals 

▪​ Reviewed subcommittee charges and previous discussion/initial proposal to shorten the 

"overall" conference (that encompasses NSS/MIC/RTSD  

▪​ Shared/reviewed survey results and comments collected by CIP during the 2023 conference. 

o​ Concerns of current conference schedule/structure 

▪​ Hybrid meeting format did not allow live questions from in person attendees.  

▪​ Stressful program - maybe too many parallel sessions of similar topics 

▪​ Rising costs for conference organization and for conference attendees 

o​ How to optimize overall program sessions and topics to cover 

▪​ Optimize the number of parallel sessions by utilizing more joint sessions, or reducing the 

length (currently 18 minutes) of oral presentation. If we run synchronized schedule (all 

NSS/MIC/RTSD sessions are in parallel), overlapping sessions need to be optimized. 

▪​ RISC and NMISC should make efforts to optimize the overall program to minimize overlap.  

▪​ Short courses and workshops schedule/costs are more controllable in terms of condensing 

the schedule and costs (that are usually cost-neutral).  

o​ Ideas to improve the conference structure 

▪​ Reduce the number of talks and duration for higher quality 

▪​ Higher quality can make the conference the one to attend 

▪​ There is still good room for improvement with the hybrid format 

 



 

▪​ High cost (especially high registration fee) should result in more tangible offerings (more 

F&B?) 

o​ Review of Action Items 

o​ Financial analysis - say 2 days less overall schedule for conference organization budget. 

▪​ Ralf and Andrew think that it really depends. 

▪​ Youngho asked MCE (Lisa) for 2027 if the rental cost could stay the same or smaller. 

o​ Gather conference attendee demographic data. 

▪​ Who has this data (CIP)? 

o​ The goal is to have consensus recommendations by mid-year meetings of RISC and NMISC 

▪​ Not met - 3rd meeting will commence with more data from JOS. 

 

 

 

7.​ NPSSS AdCom Report 

o​ Description of the role and structure of the NPSS AdCom 

o​ NPSS Officers 2024 

o​ President: Vesna Sossi 

o​ Vice President: Sara Pozzi 

o​ Past President: Steve Meikle 

o​ Secretary: Albe Larsen 

o​ Treasurer: Ralf Engels 

o​ Other officers are listed at the end of the NPSS newsletter 

o​ AdCom Meetings 2024 

o​ March 7-9, Santa Fe (Hybrid), extended retreat where strategic plans were discussed 

o​ June 28-29, Virtual 

o​ November 1-2, Tampa, FL (after NSS-MIC) 

o​ Follow-up of the NPSS Review Conducted by IEEE on Feb 2024 

o​ Review conducted by the IEEE Technical Activity Board (TAB) and Society/Council Review Committee 

(SCRC).  

o​ Main comments listed below: 

▪​ Purpose, Strategy and Operations – Praise for the Policy and Operations Manual 

▪​ Governance -Encouragement to join Councils and other IEEE Communities 

▪​ Asked for feedback on the new FE process 

▪​ Standards- need to increase connection with IEEE standard association as well as possibly 

appoint liaisons with industry committees, or consortia in our FOIs, etc.  

▪​ Conferences and Technical Meetings - good portfolio and information on website, presence 

in region 9 a bit weak; very long publication timeline for the conference proceedings.   

▪​ Publications – Absolutely insisted on more frequent turnaround of EiC 

 



 

▪​ Education – excellent feedback on schools. Further suggestions: production of webinars, 

make more use of IEEE educational tools, pay attention to diversity, implement outcome 

metrics. 

▪​ Technical Committees – No major comments 

▪​ Membership -  Region 9 needs attention, coordinate with student chapters, include more 

students into initiatives,  administer surveys to capture WIE and YP needs/demographics; 

use term NPSS schools rather than instrumentation schools 

▪​ Finance  - consider moving initiatives into operations if they are proving successful and 

ongoing/collaborate with other societies. Request for a better explanation/implementation 

of initiative management   

▪​ Previous Review: capture items describing benefits of membership better  - both for the 

report and to present to conference attendees. Examples include story telling ( we are 

already doing some of that) 

o​ IEEE AI Coalition 

o​ To classify and index AI work across IEEE into one area, and identify any gaps 

o​ To review how IEEE can use AI to enhance our services 

o​ Looking for Society representatives to be on the committee 

o​ NPSS AI Working Group 

▪​ Nicolaos Karakatsanis, Stefan Ritt  and Dimitris Visvikis (representative at the AI Coalition 

Committee level) 

o​  NMISC members should interact with AI initial working group to provide input and possible 

involvement. 

 

o​ Themes of AdCom Retreat 

o​ Discussion topic #1: Standards activities  

▪​ Current and potential future standard activities in each TC 

▪​ Nicolas Karakatsanis, NPSS liaison to IEEE Standard Association  

o​ Discussion topic #2: Conference related publications  

▪​ Serious concern about very long publication timeline for the conference proceedings in 

society report review 

▪​ Experience with Publishing Conference Records in TC 

▪​ Value of Conference Records to the Community / Effort vs. Worth of Conference Records 

▪​ Importance of Timeliness of Publishing Conference Records 

o​ Discussion topic #3: Interest overlap between NPSS and IEEE Brain Community, a across-societies 

IEEE entity. 

▪​ Possible synergies between some of our technical areas and IEEE Brain activities 

▪​ AdCom's approval to join IEEE Brain with a one-year Affiliate Membership 

▪​ Richard Carson, NPSS representative 

 



 

o​ Discussion topic #4: Initiatives 

▪​ Initiative evaluation and identification of synergies/ common interests 

▪​ More details in NMISC report of NPSS Initiatives at this AGM 

o​ Discussion topic #5: NPSS opportunities/activities in DEI and Climate Changes 

▪​ Opportunities for wider NPSS engagement and contributions from each TC in DEI (Diversity, 

Equity, & Inclusion)/Climate Change initiatives of IEEE 

o​ Discussion topic #6: 'Best practices' and intersociety activities 

▪​ What are the next most important steps in our best practices? 

o​ Development of Roadmaps 

o​ In recognition of their importance in identifying technology gaps and possible solutions in light of 

major envisioned technology developments 

o​ NPSS Roadmaps in Progress: 

o​ Pulsed Power Applications in Fusion 

o​ Discussion in NSS-MIC-RTSD community 

o​ NPSS Newsletter 

o​ Available on-line (https://ieee-npss.org/newsletter/)  

o​ President’s report  

o​ Secretary's report 

o​ TC chair’s reports 

o​ Conference information 

o​ IEEE Global Semiconductor Activities 

o​ Ad hoc formed under IEEE Future Directions 

o​ Chairs:  

▪​ Tom Coughlin, IEEE President, and CEO at IEEE 

▪​ Kathy Hayashi, IEEE Region 6 Director 

o​ Objectives: 

▪​ Inform - Create website with links and information related to global semiconductor 

initiatives and related programs. 

o​ Engage - Identify opportunities for IEEE members and groups to expand their reach with the 

initiatives and guide industry advancements. 

o​ Support - Support overall involvement in the industry including DEI for industry professionals and 

STEM for encouraging the future workforce. 

 

 

8.​ NPSS Initiatives Report (by R. Miyaoka) 

o​ What is an NPSS Initiative?  

o​ Program, product or service to seed new strategic directions or pilot operational ideas which meet one or 

more criteria: 

 

https://ieee-npss.org/newsletter/


 

o​ Not previously operationalized 

o​ Potential new products or services 

o​ Seed new forms of technical engagement including topics and audiences, especially areas aligned with 

NPSS/Technical Activities/IEEE strategic plans and themes. 

o​ Outreach to new communities, including PK12+ and others (e.g., URG) to develop awareness. 

o​ Provide other benefits to members, field of interest, or general public. 

o​ Most in the $20-25K/year for up to 3-years, but some can be substantially more. 

 

o​ Examples of NPSS initiatives and NPSS reserves provided in the report. 

o​ NPSS Reserves Utilization: For every dollar going to increase NPSS reserves:  

o​ we get to budget $0.03 for next year initiatives (mediocre ROA) 

o​ we get to spend 50% of previous year op surplus (Excellent ROA) 

o​ Initiative proposal Template provided. 

o​ Initiative Example #1 provided: Open Kinetic Modeling Initiative (2022-2023).  

o​ Run a kinetic modeling short course in MIC'22 and '23 with FREE registration to early-career attendees 

(same course run in 20 and 21 with fee) with preference given to underrepresented people in the 

physical sciences.. 

o​ Run quarterly open webinars for two years with academic and industrial speakers to cover advanced 

kinetic modeling topics and career opportunities in this area.  

o​ Release an open-source kinetic modeling & analysis package (OpenKMAP) for broad tool access and 

dissemination.  

o​ https://www.openkmi.org/home  

o​ Initiative Example #2: From Membership to Leadership (M2L) (2024-) 

o​ The goal of this initiative is to introduce young members of our society to service opportunities via the 

NPSS Membership Table that is present at all conferences. 

o​ Provide up to $1500 of travel support for a student, post-doc or young professional member of our 

society to attend an NPSS conference.  

o​ To receive this support the individual will be required to help staff the NPSS Membership Table at the 

conference at least 2-hours a day.  

o​ There will also be a senior society member at the booth to orient the awardee on operating the booth 

and to provide general mentorship with regards to volunteer service to the society.  

o​ The hope is that individuals that receive these awards will become future volunteer leaders of our 

society. 

o​ 2025 NPSS Initiatives: Preliminary voting due by June 26th 2024 

 

9.​  IEEE NSS/MIC/RTSD 2023 Meeting Final Summary Report (by Margeret-Daube Witherspoon) 

o​ MIC Details 

 

https://www.openkmi.org/home


 

o​ 1440 registrations for NSS/MIC/RTSD, 200+ virtual 

o​ 565 MIC abstracts submitted �ü°™ 111 orals, 433 posters (96% acceptance) 

o​ 4 short courses (Monday & Tuesday) 

o​ 3 workshops (Tuesday & Saturday) 

o​ MIC Dinner @ Vancouver Aquarium (Friday) 

o​ Plenary lecturers: 

▪​ Anca Constantin (James Madison Univ.) - High-resolution astronomical imaging: drivers for 

development, technological advances, and pitfalls 

▪​ Fran√ßois B√©nard (UBC) - Working with chemists and physicists to optimize 

radiopharmaceutical therapy in oncology. 

o​ Announcement of all MIC-related awardees (MIC, Jordanov, Phelps etc.) and best oral paper and 

poster winners 

▪​ Phelps Student Award Grantees 

●​ Min Gao, University of Pennsylvania, USA 

●​ Florence Muller, Ghent University, Belgium 

●​ Encourage eligible candidates to apply!!! (on time would be nice, too) 

 

 

10.​ IEEE NSS/MIC/RTSD 2024 Progress Report (by K. Grogg) 

o​ Tampa Convention Center 

o​ Entire center  

o​ Ballrooms with > 2000 seats 

o​ > 100,000 sq ft exhibit halls 

▪​ Exhibition, Posters 

o​ 36 breakout rooms 

o​ Indoor/outdoor spaces  

o​ MIC has 502 submissions 

o​ 107 orals, 371 posters, 24 rejected  

o​ Distribution of submissions by topic presented 

o​ MIC Program topics announced 

o​ MIC Sessions building (almost) completed 

o​ thanks to the topic conveners and reviewers for their hard work! 

o​ NSS-MIC joint session, NSS-MIC-RTSD joint session, 2 plenaries, 17 oral sessions, 3 poster sessions, 2 

workshops 

o​ Four MIC Short courses 

o​ PET kinetic modeling and parametric imaging 

▪​ Marc Normandin, Yale University 

▪​ Guobao Wang, UC Davis 

 



 

o​ Reconstruction and Processing with AI 

▪​ Joyita Dutta 

▪​ Arman Rahmim 

o​ Hybrid imaging  

▪​ Chi Liu 

▪​ Chao Ma 

o​ Dosimetry in radiopharmaceutical therapy, from basics to advanced 

▪​ Georges El Fakhri 

▪​ Julia Brosch-Lenz 

▪​ Emilie Roncalli  

o​ MIC Dinner: Boat ride 

▪​ Dinner and ride along the river, Friday Nov 1st @ 7 p.m. 

▪​ https://www.yachtstarship.com/fleet/yacht-starship/ 

▪​ Aiming for $100/person 

o​ NIH Conference Support – R13 Funding Mechanism 

▪​ https://www.nibib.nih.gov/research-funding/nibib-support-conferences-and-scientific-meeti

ngs-r13-u13  

▪​ Provides up to $10,000 in direct costs / yr 

▪​ Recently awarded $10,000 / yr for 2023, 2024, 2025 

●​ Registration, courses, accommodations for trainees 

●​ Emphasis on those presenting, UIM candidates 

o​ Logistics 

▪​ Airport: 15-20 minute by car 

▪​ Conference hotel: Embassy Suites 

●​ Limited room block will be reserved 

●​ Many nearby hotels within walking distance 

▪​ Food on-site and nearby 

o​ MIC Rooms 

▪​ Everything is conveniently located 

▪​ Poster space on 2nd floor available continuously through Friday 

▪​ Two large ballrooms on first floor available for Plenaries and Orals 

▪​ Two smaller rooms across the hall for Friday and Saturday morning 

▪​ Rooms with windows for Short Courses 

o​ Website Updated 

▪​ Topics, , Short courses, Workshops 

▪​ Program still under development 

▪​ Sessions built, not yet live 

o​ Committee Members announced 

 

https://www.yachtstarship.com/fleet/yacht-starship/
https://www.nibib.nih.gov/research-funding/nibib-support-conferences-and-scientific-meetings-r13-u13
https://www.nibib.nih.gov/research-funding/nibib-support-conferences-and-scientific-meetings-r13-u13


 

 

11.​ 2025 IEEE NSS/MIC/RTSD Meeting – Yokohama, Japan (by Prof Takahashi) 

o​ Meeting Dates: Nov 2 – Nov 8th 2025 

o​ Organizing Committee Members Announced 

o​ Venue: Pacifico Yokohama North 

o​ On-Site Meeting (July 1-2, 2024, Yokohama) 

o​ Topics, Plenary Speakers, Short courses 

o​ Logo, Poster, Lunch, Dinner Places 

o​ Scientific tour 

o​ MIC Dinner in large Japanese garden 

o​ 2 plans prepared for the dinner 

 

12.​ 2026 IEEE NSS/MIC/RTSD Meeting – Granada, Spain (by S. Ritt) 

o​ Granada, Spain, 7 - 14 Nov. 2026 

o​ Bidding site: 

o​ https://ieee-nss-granada2026.com/ 

o​ Support: University of Granada  

o​ (School of Computer Engineering and AI, Faculty of Medicine)  

o​ Contracts 

o​ SLA contract with MCE signed 

o​ Hotel Saray (short courses) signed 

o​ Granada Conference Center pending IEEE approval 

o​ Access 

o​ Many international flights to Madrid or Malaga 

▪​ Airplane Madrid – Granada: 45m, 2-3x per day 

o​ Train Madrid – Granada: 2h 

o​ Bus Malaga Airport – Granada: 1h 30 

o​ Bus/Taxi Airport Granada – City Center: 30 min 

o​ Chair Committee Announced 

o​ Balance between experienced and young people (for NSS Chairs) 

 

13.​NMISC Endorsement of the  Emission Tomography Standardization Initiative (ETSI) 

o​ ETSI Vision 

o​ To define an open-source standardized format for raw emission tomography acquisition data 

facilitating raw data pre-processing, quantitative corrections, tomographic image reconstruction, 

archiving and network transfer independent of proprietary formats in industry and academia 

o​ Motion approved in NMISC AGM 2023 

 



 

o​ NMISC endorses ETSI’s vision for an open-source standardized format for raw emission tomography 

acquisition data independent of proprietary formats in industry and academia 

o​ Abstract in 2024 SNMMI Annual Meeting (Toronto)  

o​ Successful 1st ETSI hackathon event organized in Vancouver, BC, Cabada right after 2023 IEEE MIC 

o​ November 13-14th 2023 

o​ ETSI’s 1st Hackathon: Use-Cases Development  

o​ Aim: development of basic PETSIRD use-cases  

▪​ proof-of-concept, open-source software tools demonstrating PETSIRD format's usability.  

o​ Hackathon Developers Team: ~30 international participants from industry and academia  

o​ Working Package: collaborate in sub-groups to produce software tools showcasing how to create, 

access and process PETSIRD data for well-defined user tasks in quantitative PET imaging. 

o​ ETSI’s 2nd Hackathon scheduled for November 3-4th, 2024 right after 2024 IEEE MIC at Tampa, FL 
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