
 

MINUTES OF THE 2018 IEEE NUCLEAR AND PLASMA SCIENCES SOCIETY (NPSS) NUCLEAR 

MEDICAL AND IMAGING SCIENCES COUNCIL (NMISC) ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 

DATE: FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 16, 2018, 12:00-14:00 

LOCATION: SYDNEY, AUSTRALIA   
 

Voting Members: 
Executive 

Jae Sung Lee (Chair) 

Roger Fulton (Vice Chair) 

Paul Marsden (Past Chair; 2019 NSS-MIC General Chair, Awards-Fellows Sub-Committee Chair) 

Term ending 2018:  

Roger Fulton  

William F. Jones 

Emilie Roncali (NMISC Secretary) 

Seiichi Yamamoto 

Tom Lewellen 

 

Term ending 2019: 

Dimitra Darambara (2019 MIC Chair) 

Cristina Lois 

Charalampos (Harry) Tsoumpas  

Larry Zeng  

Glenn Wells 

 

Term ending 2020: 



 

Kira Grogg (absent) 

Mathieu Hatt (absent) 

Nicolas Karakatsanis 

Andre Kyme 

Christopher Lerche 

term starting 2019: 

Andrew Goertzen 

George El Fakhri 

Nicola Belcari 

Taiga Yamaya 

Chuck Melcher 

 

Non Voting Members: 

Steve Meikle (Adcom representative, 2018 MIC chair) 

Vesna Sossi (Adcom representative) 

Merry Keyser (Valentin T. Jordanov Award Committee Chair) 

Dimitris Visvikis (TRPMS Editor in Chief) 

Michael King (TMI Editor-in-Chief) 

Suleman Surti (AdCom Representative to the IEEE TRPs Steering Committee) 

Ikuo Kanno (GC 2021) 

 

1. Introduction and roll call. 
2. Review and adoption of agenda. Unanimously accepted. 
3. Approval of minutes from T con Meeting 05/16/2018. Unanimously accepted. 
4. Member roster & Chair’s report to NMISC. Delivered by Jae Sung Lee. 



 

4.1. Reviewed member roster and positions. Welcome newly elected members (term starting January 1st, 2019): 
Nicola Belcari, George El Fakhri, Andrew Goertzen, Chuck Melcher, Taiga Yamaya 

4.2. Reviewed organizational structure of NPSS (RISC, NMISC, JOS, JES plus other technical committees). 
Described NMISC website and reviewed list of NMISC executive officers.  

4.3. Incoming conferences: 2019 Manchester, UK; 2020 Boston, USA; 2021 Yokohama, Japan; 2022 Europe, 2023 
USA; 2024 Rest of the world. Reviewed the role of the JOS and JES, which oversee the site selection. 

4.4. Reviewed subcommittees:  
• Sub-committee chaired by Jae Sung Lee (NMISC vice chair) to perform 5-year review of by-laws.  
• Sub-committee chaired by Cristina Lois to develop procedure to resolve election ties. Larry Zeng to help. 
• Sub-committee chaired by Dimitra Darambara to discuss the role of RSTD in future conferences.  

4.5. NPSS Student paper award is being renamed after Chris Thompson. NMISC and NPSS AdCom approved it; 
Chris’s family approved the use of his name for the student award. Naming is approved by the Technical 
Activities Board (TAB) Awards Committee. It rewards oral or poster presentations from MIC ($500 x2) 

4.6. New mid-career award from 2019: Medical Imaging Technical Achievement Award 
• Single annual award (US$2,000, a plaque), to fill the gap between Hoffman and Hasegawa 
• 8 - 25 years after obtaining the highest degree 
• NMISC approved the new award. Approved by AdCom meeting and recommended for approval by TAB 

Award. Final approval from TAB meeting at November (for 2019 awards call) 
4.7. New paper awards 

• IEEE Transactions on Radiation and Plasma Medical Sciences (TRPMS) Best Paper Award 
• IEEE Transactions on Nuclear Science (TNS) Best Paper Award 
• Approval by TAB November 2019 

5. Secretary’s report. Delivered by Emilie Roncali  

• Reminded members the role of the secretary’s report: Informing and/or reminding NMISC members of 
motions that occurred throughout the year. No non-routine motion this year. 

• Reminded members that the secretary position is now appointed by chairperson for 2 years, starting in an 
alternating year as the new chair. Emilie Roncali currently assumes that role until 12/31/18. 

6. Status of 2018 NMISC election of new members. Delivered by Emilie Roncali and Jae Sung Lee. 
• There are five positions to fill, and 11 candidates were presented this year. Applications were both 

spontaneous or nominations. It should be noted that there were no female elected members. Diversity was 
also discussed during Paul Marsden’s presentation of the awards. 

• Adam Alessio is elected AdCom representative for a 4-year term 2019-2022. 
• Steve Meikle is the new IEEE NPSS Vice President 

7. Sub-committee reports.  

7.1. Awards-Fellows Sub-Committee. Delivered by Paul Marsden.   



 

• The NMISC Awards Sub-committee was: Seiichi Yamamoto, Cristina Lois, Mathieu Hatt, William Jones & Emilie 
Roncali  

• There were had 5 nominations for the Hoffman awards, and Mike Casey was the winner “For fundamental 
contributions to the development of positron emission tomography instrumentation, and leadership in the 
continuous evolution of this technology.  

• There were 6 nominations for the Hasegawa award (young investigator within 6 years of their terminal 
degree). Winner 2018 is Abolfazl Mehranian from the School of Biomedical Engineering and Imaging Sciences, 
King's College London for “For contributions to the development of advanced image reconstruction 
algorithms for PET and MRI data” 

• Paul Marsden will send reminders about nominations in January. Aim to get 4-6 nominations for each award 
each year 

• Note: no female nominees for Hoffman or Hasegawa awards this year. Does the NMISC need a person in 
charge of diversity matters? Should we more actively seek female candidates? 

• Other committee awards include the new mid-career award from 8-25 years of experience 

• NPSS awards: NPSS student paper award, IEEE NPSS Ronald J. Jaszczak Graduate Award, IEEE Glenn F. Knoll 
Graduate Educational Grant, NPSS Early Achievement Award, IEEE Glenn F. Knoll Post Doctoral Educational 
Grant 

• IEEE awards: IEEE Marie Sklodowska-Curie Award recipient 2019 – Sam Gambhir Stanford 

7.2. Jordanov Award Report. Delivered by Merry Keyser, Chair of Jordanov Award Committee.   
• 106 Applicants (increase from 69 in 2017) with 14 Ineligible (no abstract; no reference; abstract rejected). 28 

Semi-Finalists (1 disqualified) and 8 Finalists.  
• 2019 selection process: Abstract submission deadline May 9, 2019 

o Grant applications will close May 9, 2019 
o References will close June 9, 2019 
o Selection committee will work from immediately after the Technical Program Meeting in 

Manchester (June 28 – 29, 2019) to determine the recipients by late July 
• Changes to come:  

o Ineligible candidates will not be able to compete again. 
o Limit to 1 per institution 
o Valentin Jordanov wants to have an assessment of the need for funding, which may be challenging 

for judges, as good writing from the candidate and referees may result in a stronger application 
that does not necessarily reflect the need for funding.   

 

8. Report on NPSS AdCom activities. Delivered by Vesna Sossi.  



 

• 2018 Meetings: Santa Fe, NM, 9th and 10th March 2018 (annual retreat); Waikoloa Village, HI, 21st July 2018; 
Sydney, Australia, 10th November 2018 (3 meetings/year). It represents 8 technical committees (TCs). NMISC 
members are Steve Meikle (to be replaced by Adam Alessio in March 2019) and Vesna Sossi. Refer to 
presentation for more details on the role of AdCom. 

• Initiatives are very important:  

o Each year NPSS can use 50% of previous year’s operating surplus on initiatives, other 50% goes 
into reserves which we can’t touch.  

o Proposals for initiatives are strongly encouraged: financial resources are currently underused 

• President’s report. Highlight the concept of µVolunteering that seems well suited to the busy and multitasking 
agendas of people. The idea is to connect volunteers with opportunity creators. Benefits are building a 
stronger CV for the µVolunteers, and helping out the initiatives with minimal time commitment. Web portal 
to publish “opportunities” to potential volunteers has been created and there was a video meeting with 
founders on Aug. 22, 2018. A couple of opportunities are available at uv.ieee.org, with a first trial at this NSS-
MIC 2018. 

• Treasurer’s report. At the end of 2017 reserves were $14.7 million – stable. 

o NPSS conferences usually bring 12-19% in revenue (average closer to 12% with a couple 
conferences boosting the number) 

o Revenue from periodicals is 31%. This is significance and means that the issue with Open Access 
(OA) and hybrid journals needs to be rapidly addressed (see below) 

• More funders are requiring fundees to publish in open access journals and banned Hybrid journals.  

o Hybrid journals are those charging for access (through University libraries) and for open access 
publications. Funders consider this system has “double-dipping” and do not support it.  

o IEEE is exploring options to comply- 1) Build one new fully OA journal for each Society/Council that 
does not have one 2) Create a mirror IEEE Access sub-journal for each existing hybrid journal. Need 
to make a decision in February 2019 to comply in 2020 

o Deadline for compliance is January 1, 2020 

o  Could drive up to 20% of IEEE journal articles to Gold OA journals  

o Additional questions remain on whether Germany will join, and how US & China will respond 

• WIE activities 



 

o NPSS supports WIE events up to $5k and $1.5K for an external speaker as well as one grant to 
attend the international leadership conference. 

o Childcare support grants, an NPSS initiative, are used by some conferences 

• IEEE involvement in Public policy: efforts in Europe to expand dialogue between European engineering 
community and European public authorities. Focus on energy at the moment, but seeking volunteers in 
new areas including AI, transportation. 

• IEEE - Educational activity board: IEEE has several active programs in education including professional 
development, promoting STEM in schools down to elementary level 

9. Society sponsored journals. Presentation delivered by Dimitris Visvikis. 
• 3 topical reviews in 2018.  
• Submissions, downloads are all increasing which is a good sign. Good exposure with 50% of 2017 papers cited 

at least once. 
• 3 review articles planned for 2018; 1 conference special issue (PSMR18) 
• 5 thematic special issues (Machine learning in radiation based medical sciences, Computational phantoms, 

Brain imaging)  
• PubMed compliance to be submitted by the end of 2018 
• New website to be created by January 2019 ieee-trpms.org 
• TRPMS best paper award will reward 3 years of citations, downloads etc. First award will be in 2020 for a 

2017 paper, and then given annually. 
• Issam El Naqa recently nominated as head of the radiotherapy section 
• Update on TMI delivered by Michael King: TMI will have a new Editor-in-Chief in the Fall 2019 and seeking 

applications by the end of December 2018.  
 

9. Joint Oversight Sub-Committee (JOS). Delivered by Andrew Goertzen on behalf of Alberto DelGuerra.  

• 4 sites were visited: Kyoto, Vancouver, Chiba, Yokohama. Yokohama ranked first and was voted to be the 
site for 2021. GC has been chose: Pr. Ikuo Kanno 

• Site for NSS/MIC 2022: Six proposals were submitted before the deadline (30 September): Athens (Greece), 
Copenhagen (Denmark), Dublin (Ireland), Geneva (Switzerland), Marseille-Nice-Cannes (France), Milan (Italy). 
4 proposals were retained for site visits (Geneva, Copenhagen, Milan, and Athens). Visits will be done by end 
of February 2019.  

• A call for proposals for the 2023 meeting has been prepared and will be sent to the CIP mailing list later this 
month. The geographical region targeted is the USA. Deadline for submission of proposals will be April 30, 
2019. JOS continues to make progress on its goal of having sites selected 4 years in advance of the meeting. 

10. Conferences  

2017  MIC – Atlanta Delivered by Merry Keiser. Atlanta’s return was only 6%, which is lower than the average 
12%. This is mainly due to the cost of the city, food in particular. Expectations were not met. It was discussed to 



 

have a report on what worked and what didn’t for each year and site to help inform future sites and next JOS 
members. 

2018 MIC – Sydney Delivered by Steve Meikle.  

• NSS and MIC submissions are increasing, while RSTD has decreased. Europe dominates with 39%, 
followed by Asia-Pacific 32% and North America 27%.  

• Main topics “New radiation detector technologies” 17%, followed by Reconstruction and signal 
processing both at 12%.  

• Submitted papers: 585; Orals: 122; Posters: 445; Rejected: 38 (6.5%). Total participants: 1889 

• To be reviewed: joint sessions as a separate topic. Venue, posters, plenary, oral sessions all went great.  

2019 NSS/MIC – Manchester. Delivered by Paul Marsden. 

• Gave an overview of committee members. Please to note a large fraction of female chairs.  
• Ongoing discussion on joint sessions and how to organize by topic 
• Website is online 
• Program preparation and discussions for parallel tracks are ongoing. New this year: Trial of electronic 

posters  
• Plenary speakers confirmed 
• RTSD Symposium will be included – Chairs will ensure compliance with review process. 
• Got sponsorship - £50k from Mayor of Manchester; $10k NIH; £10k UKRC 
• Programme meeting July 5-6 2019 

2020 NSS/MIC – Boston. Delivered by George El Fakhri on behalf of Lorenzo Fabris  

• The chosen conference site is the Boston Westin Seaport Hotel and Convention and Exhibition Center.  
• The two site contracts (hotel and BCEC) done. 
• CB account open and people authorized. 
• Team: 

o Deputy GC/Conference Coordinator: Ralf Engels 
o Sara Pozzi (University of Michigan) NSS Chair 
o Georges El Fakhri (Harvard, Boston) MIC Chair; Deputy Chair: Ramsey Badawi (UC Davis) 
o Jason Hayward (UTK) accepted to work as treasurer, transitioning to that position. 
o Scholarships Chair: Merry Keiser 
o Short Courses: Ingrid-Maria Gregor (NSS), Quanzheng Li (MIC) 
o Registration Chair: Christina Sanders 
o Industrial Program: Ron Keiser 
o Companion Tours: John Rodriguez 
o Computer Room Chairs: Dean and Luca 

2021 NSS/MIC – Yokohama. Delivered by GC Ikuo Kanno  



 

• Oct. 16th – 23rd, 2021. Yokohama is 30 minutes from Tokyo 
• Construction of convention center on schedule  

 
11. Co-sponsorship PSMR Meeting 

• Request from Conference Chair Sibylle Ziegler for IEEE Technical Co-sponsorship 
• Several NMISC members will be actively involved in the conference organization 
• Proceedings will be published in TRPMS 
• Discussion on making this a more permanent arrangement ongoing 

12. Future of RSTD. Delivered by Dimitra Darambara.  

• Committee accepts to comply to NSS/MIC submission peer review process in the future to be fully integrated. 
• Need to approve and move forward with a MoU (Memorandum of Understanding) 

13. New secretary nomination 

Emilie Roncali was nominated and accepted a second term 2019-2021 

14. AOB Jae Sung Lee 

• Presentations will be posted on basecamp upon agreement of the presenters. It will be useful for members 
who could not attend the AGM 

• Harry Tsoumpas raised a few points including: endorsing the 10 ps challenge launched by Paul Lecoq, 
improving the timeline of publication of the Conference Record and link to the abstracts (special issue in 
TRPMS?), using e-posters. Discussion to be continued on basecamp 

• It was requested that we find a different time/organization of the meeting to keep it on time and not 
interfering with the scientific sessions. 

 

 


	Minutes of the 2018 IEEE Nuclear and Plasma Sciences Society (NPSS) Nuclear Medical and Imaging Sciences Council (NMISC) Annual General Meeting
	Date: Friday, November 16, 2018, 12:00-14:00
	Location: Sydney, Australia

