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1.​ Introduction. Delivered by Andrew Goertzen 

●​ Welcome all in-person and remote participants,  

●​ Round of introductions and  

●​ presentation of the meeting’s agenda. 

 

2.​ Presentation and approval of the minutes of the previous meetings 

●​ NMISC AGM 2022 

●​ NMISC T-Con 2023 

 

3.​ NMISC Chair’s report. Delivered by Andrew Goertzen 

●​ Reviewed technical committees and executive members.  

●​ Reviewed current roster of NMISC voting members. 

o​ Thank for their service the 5 members ending their term in 2023. 

o​ Welcome the 5 new members elected in 2023 to serve for the 2024-2026 term. 

●​ Reviewed 2023 NPSS Elections 

o​ Five new NMISC members were elected (2024-2026 term):  

▪​ Gerard Ariño Estrada, Christoph Lerche, Greta S. P. Mok, Magdalena Rafecas, Kuangyu 

Shi 

o​ New NMISC JOS Vice-Chair and JOS representative needs to be elected by end of 2023.  

▪​ Suleman Surti’s term as NMISC JOS Chair ends at end of 2023 

▪​ Kisung Lee’s term as NMISC JOS representative is completed at the end of 2023. 

o​ A new NMISC Vice Chair will need to be elected in this year’s AGM (AGM 2023  

▪​ to serve for the 2024-2025 term as NMISC Vice Chair and 2026-2027 as NMISC Chair 

●​ Recent Activities:  

o​ Initiatives 

▪​ Open Kinetic Modeling Initiative concluding its second year – Led by Guobao Wang 

▪​ From Membership to Leadership Initiative – Proposed by Robert Miyaoka 

o​ Balanced Representation Sub-Committee 

▪​ Chaired by Joyita Dutta 

▪​ Currently reviewing data collected from previous conferences. 

o​ IEEE-NPSS School on Medical Imaging 

▪​ One week school in July or August 2024 in Jakarta, Indonesia 

▪​ Builds on very successful school in Thailand in January 2023 

o​ Rabat EduCom International Summer School (REISS) 

▪​ Led by Patrick Le Dû 

 



 

▪​ Endorsed by RISC, CANPS and NMISC 

●​ Opportunities 

o​ Chair of Initiatives Sub-committee 

▪​ Robert Miyaoka is stepping back from this role. 

o​ Membership on Constitution and By-Laws Review Sub-committee. 

▪​ It is time to review these documents, which were last updated in 2013. 

▪​ Require a five-person subcommittee for the review. 

▪​ Please contact Andrew Goertzen if you are interested in participating. 

 

4.​   B. NMISC Secretary’s Report, (delivered by Nicolas A Karakatsanis) 

●​ Current Secretary continue service for a 2nd consecutive term (2023-2024) 

o​ after the recommendation of NMISC Chair and Vice-Chair 

●​ Non-Routine Motions Voted on since 2022 mid-year T-con (May 2022) 

o​ None 

●​ Welcome note to the new elected NMISC members starting in 2024 (term of 2024-2026) 

●​ Open call for nominations for a new JOS Vice-Chair and JOS NMISC representative (2024-2025 terms) 

o​ Deadline for nominations: December 1st, 2023 

 

5.​  Elections of NMISC Vice-Chair 

●​ Candidates: Esther Ciarrocchi and Mitra-Safavi Naeini 

●​ Voting conducted during the 2023 AGM and the ballots were collected and counted by the Secretary 

●​ New NMISC Vice-Chair (2024-2025 term) elected: Mitra-Safavi Naeini 

 

6.​ NMISC Awards/Nominations Sub-Committee (delivered by Roger Fulton, Chair of sub-committee) 

●​ Announcement and reminder of the available 2023 NMISC awards 

•​ Edward J Hoffman Medical Imaging Scientist Award 

•​ Medical Imaging Technical Achievement Award 

•​ Bruce H Hasegawa Young Investigator’s Award 

●​ Nomination deadline for 2023 awards was July 15, 2023 

●​ Announcement of 2023 awardees: 

•​ 2022 Edward J Hoffman Medical Imaging Scientist Awardee: 

•​ Ge Wang, Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute, New York, USA 

•​ 2022 Medical Imaging Technical Achievement Awardee:  

•​ Thomas Koehler, Philips Research, Hamburg, Germany 

•​ 2022 Bruce Hasegawa Young Investigator Medical Imaging Science Awardee:  

•​ Han Gyu Kang, National Institutes for Quantum Science and Technology, Chiba, Japan    

●​ IEEE NPSS Ed. J. Hoffman Early Career Development Grant 

•​ Funded by the IEEE NPSS Edward J. Hoffman Memorial Fund 

 



 

•​ To support the career development of the awardee. This may include, but is not limited to, the 

funding of a pilot project, purchase of laboratory equipment, or funding to support a short-term visit 

to another institution/lab for the purpose of additional training. 

•​ The prize is $10,000 and a plaque. 

•​ Researchers currently working at an academic institution, who received their highest degree within 

the last 10 years.  

•​ NMISC members may consider nominating their trainees and colleagues. 

●​ IEEE Fellow Nomination Deadline: Mar 1 

•​ The first female members of the NMSC Community were elevated to IEEE Fellow member grade 

with the Class of 2023. 

•​ Vesna Sossi, University of British Columbia, for contributions to quantitative and translational brain 

PET imaging, and  

•​ Margaret Daube-Witherspoon, University of Pennsylvania, for contributions to 3D image 

reconstruction in PET and corrections for physics effects.  

 

 

7.​  NSS/MIC/RTSD Conference Record Sub-Committee Report (Y.Seo) 

●​ Past Discussions 

o​ A joint subcommittee (Youngho Seo, Ikuo Kanno, Srirllan Krishnamoorthy, Farah Fahim, Andrew 

Goertzen, Lorenzo Fabris, Dimitra Darambara, Vesna Sossi) was formed and the committee met 

via Zoom on December 7, 2022.  

o​ Agreed to: 

▪​ Discontinue “post-conference” Conference Record  

▪​ Pursue publications of “only” short papers or abstracts before the conference 

▪​ Copyrights will be obtained at the time of abstract submission. 

o​ Implementation 

▪​ 2023 is the test bed – will continue if there is no major issue found this year. 

▪​ Had a series of discussions with MCE/Xplore to learn we can do this (publishing before 

conference) 

▪​ EventClass implemented collecting copyrights, etc.  

o​ For sustainable implementation,  

▪​ Youngho Seo requested to serve as chair or co-chair of conference publications for the 

next few years. 

o​ Requested to Xplore for an “Open-Preview” 

 

8.​  Valentin T. Jordanov & Trainee Award Sub-Committee Report (L. Fabris & Merry Keyser) 

●​ History 

 



 

o​ Established 15 years ago by Valentin and his wife through the IEEE Foundation. Fund is managed 

by Michael Deering at the IEEE Foundation. 

o​ RISC, through Merry, manages the process since 2008. 

o​ It is a travel grant, i.e., it is for travel and disbursed as “reimbursements” for expenses, hence 

not taxable. 

o​ Eligibility parameters are discussed with Valentin. Implementation (changes) are done via 

“Delegation of Authority” document signed by Valentin and the current NPSS president. 

o​ Initially preference for Bulgarian applicants (6 grants); later removed when grants went up to 8. 

Eventually open to MIC. 

o​ Applications evaluated by team of RISC/NMISC individuals. 

●​ L. Fabris will become the PoC following Merry’s stated intentions to retire.  

o​ use help from RISC/NMISC on finding volunteer judges. 

●​ 2023 Awardees announced. 

●​ Upcoming changes 

o​ in the process of modifying the Delegation of Authority requirements for the Jordanov Grant to 

reflect better the spirit intended by Valentin. 

o​ Rise the value to $2,000 

o​ Add flexibility in total number of grants per year 

o​ Emphasize that this is for people who really need it 

o​ Prevent more than two grants same person (and one as student, one as post-doc) 

o​ A motion to allow these changes was passed in RISC. Going to AdCom now. 

●​ Trainee Grants 

o​ Amount is $600 for 2023, funded by conference budget. Direct payments by the conference 

toward the conference registration and short course fees. 

o​ Conference budget-funded = budget constraints dictate maximum number of grants possible 

and amount of grant. 

o​ Eligibility: graduate students and post-doctoral fellows. A post-doc applicant is eligible for up to 

five years from the graduation date. 

o​ Supervisor/mentor(s) complete online letters of recommendation. 

o​ IEEE membership:  not mandatory, preferred IEEE and NPSS. 

o​ For 2023, a total of 175 applications were awarded ($105,000). 

 

9.​  2023 IEEE NSS/MIC/RTSD Report (Vancouver, BC, Canada)) (by Margaret Daube-Witherspoon, Rutao Yao) 

MIC Details 

●​ 1440 registrations for NSS/MIC/RTSD, 200+ virtual 

●​ 565 MIC abstracts submitted � 111 orals, 433 posters (96% acceptance) 

●​ 4 short courses (Monday & Tuesday) 

●​ 3 workshops (Tuesday & Saturday) 

 



 

●​ MIC Dinner @ Vancouver Aquarium (Friday) 

●​ Plenary lecturers: 

o​ Anca Constantin (James Madison Univ.) – High-resolution astronomical imaging: drivers for 

development, technological advances, and pitfalls 

o​ François Bénard (UBC) – Working with chemists and physicists to optimize radiopharmaceutical 

therapy in oncology 

 

 

10.​  2024 IEEE NSS/MIC/RTSD Progress Report (Tampa, FL, USA) (by Kira Grogg) 

●​ Website is live! Still tweaking and adding information 

●​ Chairing and organization committee announced. 

●​ Abstract Submission Deadline announced. 

●​ MIC Rooms 

o​ Everything is conveniently located. 

o​ Poster space on 2nd floor available continuously through Friday 

o​ Two large ballrooms on first floor available for Plenaries and Orals 

o​ Two smaller rooms across the hall for Friday and Saturday morning 

o​ Rooms with windows for Short Courses 

●​ MIC Program Topics Announced 

●​ MIC Short Courses 

o​ 4 courses (2-3 instructors each) 

o​ Topics 

▪​ Artificial intelligence 

▪​ Reconstruction, image processing, image analysis  

▪​ Kinetic Modeling 

▪​ Joint course on instrumentation? 

▪​ MC platforms? 

▪​ Theranostics? 

▪​ Interest in basic courses? 

●​ MIC Dinner (Boat ride) 

o​ Dinner and ride along the river, Friday Nov 1st @ 7 p.m. 

o​ https://www.yachtstarship.com/fleet/yacht-starship/ 

o​ Aiming for $100/person 

●​ NIH Conference Support (R13) 

o​ https://www.nibib.nih.gov/research-funding/nibib-support-conferences-and-scientific-meetings-r

13-u13 

o​ Provides up to $10,000 in direct costs / yr 

 

https://www.yachtstarship.com/fleet/yacht-starship/
https://www.nibib.nih.gov/research-funding/nibib-support-conferences-and-scientific-meetings-r13-u13
https://www.nibib.nih.gov/research-funding/nibib-support-conferences-and-scientific-meetings-r13-u13


 

o​ Recently awarded $10,000 / yr for 2023, 2024, 2025 

o​ Registration, courses, accommodations for trainees 

o​ Emphasis on those presenting, UIM candidates 

●​ Logistics 

o​ Airport: 15-20 minute by car 

o​ Conference hotel: Embassy Suites 

o​ Limited room block will be reserved 

o​ Many nearby hotels within walking distance 

o​ Food on-site and nearby 

 

 

11.​  2025 IEEE NSS/MIC/RTSD Progress Report (Yokohama, Japan) (by Hiroyuki Takahashi) 

●​ Chairs and Organizing Committee Announced 

o​ Hiroyuki Takahashi replaced Ikuo Kanno as General Chair 

●​ Plenary Talks Announced 

●​ Venue: Pacifico Yokohama North 

●​ Dinner: Sushi at a large Japanese Garden 

 

 

12.​JOS Update Report (by S. Surti) 

Current meetings schedule 

●​ 2024 – Tampa (makeup for 2020 in Boston) 

●​ 2025 – Yokohama (makeup for 2021 in Yokohama) 

●​ 2026 – Europe (Granada – formal announcement to wait until contracts are signed) 

●​ 2027 – North America 

●​ 2028 – likely Rest of the World (outside Europe and North America) 

Schedule for 2027 meeting 

●​ Dec 01, 2022: Call for sites in N. America 

●​ Mar 31, 2023: Proposal submission deadline 

o​ No proposals were received. 

●​ August 2023: IEEE MCE involvement 

o​ No proposals received without a room block. 

o​ Once room block was included, we received several proposals. 

●​ Short list of cities: Chicago, Cleveland, Pasadena, San Diego 

●​ Nov-Dec 2023: Site visits and reports completed. 

●​ Jan 2024: Discussion and rank ordering for the sites 

●​ Nov 2023: General Chair candidates (Steve Meikle, Robert Miyaoka, and Dimitris Visvikis) 

 



 

●​ Nov-Dec 2023: GC discussions and ranking 

Miscellaneous Issues 

●​ New JOS Vice-chair candidate from NMISC 

●​ New general candidates: 1 each from RISC and NMISC 

●​ End of terms for Gian-Franco Dalla Betta (Past Chair), Kisung Lee (NMISC), and Martin Grossmann 

(RISC) 

 

13.​Technical sponsorship of NPSS to PSMR 2024 (by A. Goertzen & E. Ciarrocchi) 

​ From IEEE NPSS Policies and Procedures Manual 2018:  

●​ “Technical co-sponsorship” means that the IEEE NPSS, usually through one of its Technical Committees, is 

significantly involved with the development of the technical program.  

●​ The IEEE NPSS assumes no financial responsibility for the conference but usually provides the $1450 fee to 

the IEEE for the technical co-sponsorship.  

●​ The conference is charged $22/paper if a conference record is published in Xplore.  

●​ The conference is expected to provide a space for an IEEE membership booth and waive registration for those 

supporting it. 

 

Motion for Technical Co-Sponsorship of the PSMR2024 Meeting? Approved during the 2023 NMISC AGM by voting 

members) 

●​ NMISC supports IEEE Technical Co-Sponsorship of the PSMR2024 meeting. 

●​ NMISC requests that NPSS provide funds for the $1450 fee to the IEEE for Technical Co-Sponsorship of 

the PSMR2024 meeting. 

 

14.​NMISC Endorsement of the Emission Tomography Standardization Initiative (ETSI) (by N. Karakatsanis) 

Vision of the ETSinitiative: To define an open-source standardized format independent of proprietary formats in 

industry and academia for raw emission tomography acquisition data facilitating: 

●​ raw data pre-processing,  

●​ quantitative corrections,  

●​ tomographic image reconstruction,  

●​ archiving and network transfer  

​ ETSI Objectives:  

●​ short-term goal: to define a standardized open-source format for PET list-mode data, including a data 

elements structure, an application programming interface and demonstrated use cases, to facilitate 

 



 

development of quantitative imaging methods and artificial intelligence (AI) models independent of 

proprietary formats in nuclear medicine and molecular imaging. 

●​ long-term goal: to expand the standard’s scope to include other emission tomography modalities, such 

as SPECT projection data. 

​ Motion approved by NMISC voting member during NMISC AGM 2023:  

●​ to endorse ETSI vision for an open-source standardized format for raw emission tomography acquisition 

data independent of proprietary formats in industry and academia 

●​ Important Note: endorsement will not incur any financial or legal responsibilities for NMISC related to 

any of ETSI’s activities and only reflect NMISC’s support of the vision of the ETSI initiative to develop 

emission tomography standards to facilitate open-source development and sharing of quantitative data 

correction, image reconstruction, artificial intelligence models and network archiving technologies in 

nuclear medicine and molecular imaging.​
 

15.​Proposal for “synchronized” Conference Schedule (by Y. Seo) 

●​ Challenges:  

o​ The overall schedule is “too long” because NSS, MIC, and RTSD have different start/end days. 

o​ If we would like to have “more/seamless” interactions, we better have all people all together at the 

same time. And the “hybrid” format can stay permanent. 

o​ The motivation of the current “sandwiched/zig-zag” schedule includes allowing people to attend 

other (from MIC to NSS, from NSS to MIC, to RTSD) sessions. 

●​ The initial proposition was discussed during mid-year meetings of NMISC and RISC this year. 

●​ Proposal: Run all sessions/conferences in parallel with punctual session organizations 

●​ Potential benefits of “synchronized” conference schedule. 

o​ Improved interactions between NSS, MIC, and RTSD communities – because physically people are all 

together synchronously. “Hybrid” format also helps (recording and availability). 

o​ For those who are interested in all of NSS/MIC/RTSD, the travel cost will be less (# of nights). 

o​ Potential cost saving for conference organization – e.g., less rental cost for venue. 

o​ The synchronized format does not require larger venues either. 

●​ Proposed action plans 

o​ Joint NMISC/RISC/RTSD subcommittee to discuss a detailed implementation plan.  

o​ Some other ideas for discussion 

o​ Even shorter (i.e., overlap short courses more) 

o​ Gradual implementation (i.e., cut one day followed by two days) 

o​ Poster hanging time (3 days NSS/RTSD + 3 days of MIC -> 2 days each, or if space permitting, all at 

the same time) 

o​ At least, a few years of planning and implementation – If possible, ASAP 

 



 

 

16.​NPSS AdCom Activities Update Report (by R. Miyaoka) 

NPSS AdCom Membership, Value, Engagement 

●​ Bring value to NPSS members. 

●​ How can we increase benefits/value? 

●​ Applying for initiatives is a benefit of being a member. 

●​ Changes in Fellows evaluation committee process  

●​ Increase engagement of members 

o​ Encourage direct interaction between first-year members and technical committee members. 

o​ Free membership to students that are not IEEE members. 

o​ “From membership to leadership” Initiative 

o​ Identify student and young professional members that you believe can be future leaders. 

●​ NPSS AdCom Diversity and Inclusion 

o​ TAB CDI Chapter Created 

▪​ Appointed Chair: Dalma Novak, Octane Wireless USA 

▪​ Supports TAB’s advocacy efforts in making progress towards a DEI technical community. 

▪​ 2023 Focus Areas – Active Working groups announced. 

 

17.​NPSS Publications: TRPMS Journal Progress Report (by D. Visvikis) 

●​ Published issues stats presented. 

o​ Impact factor: 4.4, JCI: 1.57, Ranked 16th out of 203 journals in Radiology, Nuclear Medicine and 

medical Imaging. 

●​ TRPMS Best paper award 2023 announced: 

o​ Title: Total Body PET: Wy, How, What For? S. Suri, A. Pantel, J. Karp in IEEE Transactions on 

Radiation and Plasma Medical Sciences, vol. 4, no. 3, pp. 283-292, May. 2020 

●​ A solid first IF  

●​ Significant improvement in all the journal’s citation stats 

●​  ​ 50 days on average from submission to first decision 

●​      75 days on average from submission to final decision 

●​      Acceptance rate 40% 

●​ Challenges: No of submitted articles, performance stats stabilization 

o​ Send papers to the journal now that the IF is not an issue anymore. 

o​ Send to chief editor any suggestions for review articles and special issues that you may have. 
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